
Where Satan’s throne is 
(v. 13) — A church where the 
people disobediently worshiped 
human leaders instead of wor-
shiping God. 

Balaam … Balak (v. 14) — 
These are references to a group 
in the church that was teaching 
heresy. The names refer to two 

characters in the Book of Num-
bers (Num. 22–25; 31:8,16). 

Nicolaitans (v. 15) — This was 
the group whose false teachings 
were influencing some people in 
the churches. It is possible they 
mixed Christianity with pagan 
idolatry and ritual prostitution. 

S E S S I O N  3

THE POINT:
WHEN IT COME S TO 
BIBLICAL TRUTH 
ABOUT CHRIST,  THERE 
IS NO ROOM FOR 
COMPROMISE.

R E V E L AT I O N  2 : 12 -17

12 “Write to the angel of the church in Pergamum: Thus says the 
one who has the sharp, double-edged sword: 13 I know where 
you live—where Satan’s throne is. Yet you are holding on to 
my name and did not deny your faith in me, even in the days of 
Antipas, my faithful witness who was put to death among you, 
where Satan lives. 
...................................
14 But I have a few things against you. You have some there who 
hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to place a 
stumbling block in front of the Israelites: to eat meat sacrificed 
to idols and to commit sexual immorality. 15 In the same way, you 
also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 
...................................
16 So repent! Otherwise, I will come to you quickly and fight 
against them with the sword of my mouth. 17 Let anyone who has 
ears to hear listen to what the Spirit says to the churches. To 
the one who conquers, I will give some of the hidden manna. I 
will also give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name is 
inscribed that no one knows except the one who receives it.”

J A M E S  4 : 1 7
So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for 
him it is sin.

UNCOMPROMISING 
WITH TRUTH
Leader pages on pp. 110-113

M E M O R Y  V E R S E

K E Y W O R D S
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HOW CAN WE SERVE CHRIST 
WITHOUT COMPROMISE?

The date was April 20, 1999. Inconsequential 
to many, but life changing for the Bernall family, 
it was the day their daughter Cassie took her 
last breath and went to be with Jesus. There 
really aren’t any words to accurately portray the 
devastating loss. However, an amazing story of 
deliverance and faithfulness emerged.

Just two years earlier, Cassie had been on 
a destructive path. In her own words, she 
described being led by a dark force. While 
on a Christian youth retreat, Cassie accepted 
Jesus as her Savior. Suicidal desires and death 
wishes for her parents no longer ravished 
her thoughts. Cassie had been set free. Her 
parents report a change in attitude and overall 
well-being. 

Fast forward to April 20, 1999. A gunman stood 
over Cassie, asking if she believed in Jesus. Her 
answer, an unwavering, yes! The gunman pulled 
the trigger.4 Cassie’s unwillingness to conform 
to evil to save her life was vastly different 
from some of the Pergamum believers. Christ 
rebuked their compromised faith.

Witness Commended //  

Revelation 2:12-13

Jesus’ third message was to the church in 
Pergamum. Pergamum was located north 
of Ephesus and Smyrna and was about 15 
miles inland from the Aegean Sea. This city of 
around 160,000 was the cultural and religious 
center of the region. As a cultural center, some 
estimate that Pergamum may have housed 
as many as 200,000 papyrus and parchment 
volumes in its library. It was home to four major 
pagan temples: (1) the temple to Athena, the 
goddess of wisdom and the arts; (2) the temple 
of Dionysus, the god of wine and ecstasy; (3) 
the temple of Zeus, the ruler of the heavens 
and father of the other gods; and (4) the shrine 
of Asclepius, the god of medicine, which 
was expanded into a popular medical spa. 
These temples were built upon the city’s most 
prominent place, the acropolis, which rose 
nearly a thousand feet in the midst of the city.5 

In the Roman Empire, Pergamum had been 
given the rare power to carry out capital 
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T H E  P O I N T :  When it comes to biblical truth about christ, there is no room for compromise.

punishment, which was symbolized by the sword. To the 
church in Pergamum, Jesus made it clear that He is the One 
who has the authority to judge by identifying Himself as “the 
one who has the sharp, double-edged sword.” When John saw 
Jesus in his earlier vision, he described “a sharp double-edged 
sword [that] came from His mouth” (Rev. 1:16). The writer of 
Hebrews declared the Word of God was “sharper than any 
double-edged sword, penetrating as far as the separation 
of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). By His 
powerful word, Jesus truly is the One who ultimately judges.

Jesus was well aware of the city where this church lived. With 
four major temples dedicated to pagan worship, Pergamum 
could certainly be identified as “ where Satan’s throne is.” In 
a city and culture that thrived on the worship of multiple false 
gods, the believers were to be commended because they 
were holding on to the name of Christ. To the culture around 
them, Jesus was just one of many gods, but these believers 
knew His name was above all other names and only through 
Him could one be saved. Pergamum did not fear the evil 
surrounding them. Even after a fellow believer, Antipas, was 
brutally murdered because of Faith in God, they held strong to 
the fundamental truths about Christ and would not deny their 
faith (See Digging Deeper). 

WHAT DOES A FAITHFUL WITNESS LOOK LIKE TODAY?

False Teaching Rebuked // Revelation 2:14-15

Even though Jesus had commended their witness, He still 
condemned several actions being lived out among the people 
in this church. While many were remaining faithful to God 
and doing the works of Christ, others were compromising 
the truth by mixing it with false doctrine. Jesus mentioned two 
specific errors.

• The teaching of Balaam. During Israel’s wilderness 
wanderings, Balak the king of Moab was afraid of the 
Israelites. The Israelites had come out of years of bondage 
in Egypt, and Balak was afraid they were going to rise up 
and kill him and his people. Balak sent word for Balaam to 
come and place a curse on the Israelites so that his army 
could destroy them. 

DIGGING DEEPER
ANTIPAS 

Little is known about Antipas 
except Jesus names him 
specifically as a faithful witness 
(Rev. 2:13). Legend says he was 
slowly roasted in a large brazen 
bowl for refusing to acknowledge 
Caesar as lord and sacrifice to 
false gods. While we don’t know 
for sure the details of how he died, 
we do know he stood for the truth 
of Jesus Christ and ultimately paid 
the supreme price with his own life. 
Today, many believers, like Antipas, 
are standing strong in their faith 
even if it means dying for the cause 
of Christ. They are keeping a bold 
witness to others in the midst of 
whatever Satan throws at them. 
We too need to stand with Christ 
no matter what and be identified as 
His faithful witness.  

Are you willing to die for 
Christ? If not, commit your 
fear to the Lord in prayer. 
Specifically ask Him to help 
you understand what Paul 
meant when he said, “to die is 
gain” (Phil. 1:21).
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Balaam was a prophet and God told him not to 
place a curse on them, but instead offer words 
of blessings. Balaam knew he could not curse 
the Israelites, so instead he taught Balak how 
to manipulate and entice the Israelites into sin. 
He enticed them by causing them to believe 
eating food that was sacrificed to idols was 
acceptable. Balak also led them to believe 
sexual immorality was acceptable. Balak could 
not outwardly defeat Israel, but Balaam taught 
him how to defeat the Israelites through moral 
and spiritual compromise (Num. 22–25).

• The teaching of the Nicolaitans. Little 
is known about this sect, but it appears 
to have allowed people to live without 
rules in self-indulgence. It may have been 
closely linked to the teachings of Balaam. 
This would explain the attraction of pagan 
idolatry and sexual immorality. Like those 
following Balaam, the Nicolaitans were 
leading people to compromise the truth that 
only comes through Jesus.

HOW CAN WE DETERMINE WHETHER A 

TEACHING OR TEACHER IS FALSE?

The church today must be careful not to trade 
the truth of Christ or compromise God’s Word 
and our walk with God. We are immersed 
in a culture that says, “If it feels good, do it!” 
and “Surely God wants us to be happy and 
have fun.” But that’s not what Christ teaches. 
Compromise can never be a part of a believer’s 
life when it comes to standing on the truth 
of Christ. 

Repentance Encouraged // 

Revelation 2:16-17 

Jesus concluded His message to the 
Pergamum church with a stern and solemn 
warning that they must repent! He assured 
them that failure to do so would bring dire 
consequences. Failure to heed and repent 

meant the word that came from His mouth 
would be a sword that would fight against those 
following the false teachings. The Israelites had 
put Balaam himself to death with the sword 
(Josh. 13:22), and “the sword” of Jesus’ mouth 
would be quick and fierce judgment on those 
who followed Balaam’s teaching.

HOW DOES GOD’S WORD ACT AS A 

SHARP, DOUBLE-EDGED SWORD?

Jesus is committed to fight against false 
doctrines and false practices within the church; 
therefore, as His followers, we also should 
be devoted to do the same. If the church at 
Pergamum would do that—repent and stand 
unwaveringly on the truth of Christ—they would 
receive two rewards. 

• Hidden manna. God daily provided 
manna in the wilderness for the Israelites 
to feed and sustain them (Ex. 16). Some of 
that manna was “hidden” in a golden pot 
and placed inside the ark of the covenant 
as a memorial to God’s provision for His 
faithful followers. In Jewish tradition, this 
hidden manna has been preserved and 
would feed and sustain God’s people 
when the Messiah came. Like the marriage 
feast of the Lamb (Rev. 19:9), this manna 
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T H E  P O I N T :  When it comes to biblical truth about christ, there is no room for compromise.

•   Focus. Begin your days and end your nights focused on God. Ask for strength to stand in the face of 
compromise. Pray also for your church to never compromise in matters of biblical truth.

•  Study. Develop a viable method of study. Use it to discover the truth of God’s Word. You cannot live 
uncompromisingly until you know and understand what not to compromise.

•  Share. Share truth within your friend and family circle. First, by living out the truth of God’s Word. 
Next, by “speaking the truth in love” to one who has gone astray (Eph. 4:15).

LIVE IT
What will you do to avoid compromising your faith and the truth of Christ? 
Compromise presents itself as easy, cordial, and community focused. And it can be at the right times and 
for the right reasons. The church at Pergamum compromised their faith in Christ by becoming like those 
around them. As a result, Christ rebuked them. We are called to live lives devoted to Him and not compro-
mise the truth of who He is and who we are in Him. To guard againist compromise, we should:

symbolized eternal life. This thought alone 
should inspire us to never compromise 
when it comes to standing on the truth of 
Christ and His Word. 

• A white stone. This rock would have been 
an incredibly precious gift in that time. “A 
white stone” could remind the church of the 
white stones given by judges to indicate 
they had found a person innocent. Or the 
white stone might symbolize the white 
stones that were often used as admission 
tickets to public events. Either way, the 
white stone was similar to the hidden manna 
in that it symbolized eternal life gained 
through the forgiveness of Christ. 

While this letter was written to the church 
at Pergamum, it also could have been 
written to some present-day churches. God 
honors unyielding faith. Therefore, remain 
uncompromising on biblical truth, and eradicate 
the danger of receiving judgment. 

IN WHAT WAYS HAVE YOU REFUSED TO 

COMPROMISE ON BIBLICAL TRUTH?

DID YOU KNOW?

Paul warned against compromise. He told 
Timothy, “For the time will come when 
people will not tolerate sound doctrine, 
but according to their own desires, will 
multiply teachers for themselves because 
they have an itch to hear what they want to 
hear” (2 Tim. 4:3). Because it will become 
such a problem, Paul said, “They will turn 
away from hearing the truth and will turn 
aside to myths” (2 Tim. 4:4). We see this 
lived out as Christians choose to follow 
today’s popular Bible teachers who teach 
false doctrine. But here is a quote spoken 
by someone who did not live a life of 
compromise. “I had reasoned this out in my 
mind; there was one of two things I had a 
right to, liberty, or death; if I could not have 
one, I would have the other [… ] and when 
the time came for me to go, the Lord would 
let them take me.” Harriet Tubman to Sarah 
Bradford in Harriet, The Moses of Her 
People 1886.6

What unpopular godly teachings 
should the universal church model to 
move us toward not compromising the 
truth of God’s Word? 
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1. BOLD, BEAUTIFUL FEET // 
ISAIAH 52:7

Beauty and feet in the same sentence? Seems 
oxymoronic! Yet, with poetic excellence Isaiah 
boldly proclaims the beauty of feet. Those who dare 
scale mountainous heights declaring Jesus as Lord 
will exude a compelling attractiveness with every 
move. Nestled in these words is an expression 
of boldness. Read too quickly and you will miss 
it. “How beautiful on the mountains.” There it is! 
Mountains are equivalent to boldness, because 
one must be bold, willing, and capable to climb a 
mountain. We live in a culture where proclaiming the 
gospel requires all three. But the message of Christ 
outweighs any opposition we face. It’s a message of 
hope and peace.
So be bold beautiful my feet; proclaim from 
the mountain top for such a time as this!

2. HANDLE THE TRUTH //  
2 TIMOTHY 2:15

“You can’t handle the truth!”  No identifier or 
explanation has to be given for these often quoted 
five words. It’s guaranteed that this line from the 
movie A Few Good Men will go down in history 
probably just as much as the actor’s powerful 
proclamation of this statement’s truth for so many. 
For those who are servants of God, handling truth 
is a must. And there is only one way to do it well. 
Study! Study God’s Word. Study to counter false 
teaching. Study to handle compromising situations. 
Study to stand for right when wrong reigns supreme. 
You can handle the truth!
Study, stand, and proclaim.

3. TO TELL THE TRUTH //  
REVELATION 22:12

Everyone knows what is to follow when a person 
begins a story with “to tell the truth.” It’s the opinion 
of the storyteller that leaves the listener thinking 
there may be another truth. The unfolding saga of 
Revelation has a “to tell the truth” connotation. The 
contents are complicatedly fantastical, mysterious, 

and somewhat frightening. Plus Satan goes to great 
lengths to paint the truth of Revelation as fantasy. He 
is satisfied with the belief that he is fictional, and he 
causes many to believe he is warring with a fictional 
god. Be assured! The God we serve is real.
Moreover, He has a real Son who has a real 
reward for those who believe and endure.

4. MORE THAN BEFORE // 
REVELATION 2:19

“Greater than the first” were the words Jesus used 
to commend the church in Thyatira. For this church 
had increased in love, faith, and service. In a city that 
had no affiliation with or foundation in the One true 
God or any religion, this was commendable indeed. 
Thyatira’s commendation is our invitation to increase 
our works. Imagine the difference made in the lives 
of the citizens because of their outreach. Now more 
than ever before, may we be as diligent to increase 
in love, faith, and service within the places we are 
planted, even if it is not popular or prevalent.
May Jesus also commend us because our last 
works are “greater than the first.”

5. HEAVY ON TOLERANCE // 
REVELATION 2:20-23

The word tolerate is to allow as the word heavy 
is to weighty. Thyatira is to immorality as lostness 
is to Thyatira. This is what Jesus observed as He 
evaluated the church in Thyatira. They exhibited 
heavy tolerance for false prophecy, sexual depravity, 
and stumbling. This is a picture of today’s culture. 
Like Thyatira, believers tolerate immorality, and like 
Thyatira we neglect the responsibility God has given 
us to rebuke and correct. Despite a commendation 
for persevering in love, faith, and service, Thyatira 
was heavy on tolerance. Unless there is repentance, 
many will face God’s wrath, and God alone holds 
the power to judge sinners. We must fulfill the 
responsibility He gave us to evangelize sinners and 
discipline brothers.
Take heed lest we suffer the same fate as 
Thyatira.

DAILY READINGS
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My Church and Me
VA L E R I E  B U R TO N

It was a Sunday in the fall. It was cool, but the 
sun was bright. I was a little intimidated by the 
number of people walking briskly trying to get 
into church on time. I was almost discouraged, 
because I had to park three blocks away. But 
since I drove this far, I figured I’d give church 
a try. There were so many people everywhere, 
and it seemed like everybody knew each other. 
As I walked through the door I was immediately 
greeted by a lady with a huge smile. She directed 
me in the church. It was so crowded, and I 
couldn’t find a seat anywhere. 

Just when I decided to give up and leave, 
someone gently touched my arm and asked, “Are 
you looking for a seat?” 

“Yes,” I replied. 

She guided me to the second level where there 
were seats still available. As I sat there watching 
people greet and embrace each other I was filled 
with awe, fear, and joy. As worship began, I felt 
like someone lifted me into heaven. The message 
pierced my heart. It seemed the pastor had 
peeked into my life and was telling my story. I 
gave my life to Christ. That was the first day of 
my amazing journey of being part of the body of 
Christ. That was the day I fell in love with Jesus 
and with going to church.

Much has changed since then, yet my love 
for going to church is deeper than I could 
ever imagine. Because of the challenges and 
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limitations we have faced fighting a pandemic; 
attending church decreased dramatically or 
stopped completely. Church attendance has 
taken a hard hit because of the concerns for 
safety, and rightfully so. Social media outlets 
were provided for us to be a part of worship 
services while at home. Many people became 
comfortable with the online worship experience 
and were opting not to return to church. I don’t 
know about you but watching the worship 
experience is nothing like being there!

Are you still weighing out the benefits of 
going back to church? After the danger of the 
pandemic is over, will you reestablish your 
habit of attending church? Even though it may 
seem easier not to go, going to church has many 
benefits. One thing I’ve learned during the time 
of isolation was that being at church gave me 
a great sense of belonging, a feeling of being 
connected, and clear insight into my purpose for 
living. And I’m not alone. Research has shown 
that going to church is even good for your 
health!7

So, if you haven’t started going back to church let 
me give you a few reasons why you should:

You are a part of something bigger 

than yourself.

First Corinthians 12:12 says, “For just as the body 
is one and has many parts, and all the parts 
of that body, though many, are one body–so 
also is Christ.” You are a part of the body of 
Christ, and your part matters! It takes every 
member of the body working together in unity to 
function properly.

Corporate worship isn’t the same without you.

Colossians 3:16 says, “Let the word of Christ 
dwell richly among you, in all wisdom teaching 
and admonishing one another through psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs, singing to God 
with gratitude in your hearts.” When we come 
together, the worship of our hearts that is 
directed to God also benefits us. One of the ways 
we teach and encourage each other is by singing 
the Word of God together.  

Believers bear one another’s burdens.

Galatians 6:2 says, “Carry one another’s burdens; 
in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” 
Because we live by the grace and mercy of God, 
believers know that no man is exempt from 
falling. When that happens, we help each other 
bear the burden of those falls by doing the work 
of restoring one another.

Together we are a great light to our community.

John 13:35 says, “By this everyone will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
Our love for one another helps us survive the 
cruelty of this world. Our love for each other also 
is a sign to the world that Jesus Christ is real.

Because God said so!

Hebrews 10:24-25 says, “And let us consider 
one another in order to provoke love and good 
works, not neglecting to gather together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging 
each other, and all the more as you see the day 
approaching.” God knows the longer we are 
apart from each other the greater the potential 
for weakness. There is strength in numbers! 
Faithfulness in attending church provokes love 
and good works as we await Christ’s return.

It’s been many years since that day I searched 
with anxious desperation to find a seat in 
church. Now I rush to get to church because of 
my love for God and His people.

Valerie Burton is a writer, public speaker, and serves as assistant 
director in the Sunday School ministry at Franklin Avenue Baptist 
Church, New Orleans, LA. Valerie is a registered nurse and certified 
diabetes care specialist. Her passion is to make the Word of God a 
reality in believer’s lives.
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