
Testify (v. 27)—This recalls Old 
Testament prophetic literature, 
where God’s end-time people 
are called His “witnesses” to the 
nation (Is. 43:10-12).

Counselor (16:7)—References to 
the Counselor hark back to the 
anticipated coming of the Spirit 
and the inauguration of the age 
of prophetic literature.
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THE POINT:
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
MAGNIFIE S THE WORK 
OF JE SUS.

J O H N  15 : 2 6 - 2 7 ;  16 : 7 -15

26 “When the Counselor comes, the one I will send to you from the 
Father  —  the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father  —  he will 
testify about me. 27 You also will testify, because you have been with 
me from the beginning. 
...................................
16:7 Nevertheless, I am telling you the truth. It is for your benefit 
that I go away, because if I don’t go away the Counselor will not 
come to you. If I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he 
will convict the world about sin, righteousness, and judgment: 
9 About sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will no 
longer see me; 11 and about judgment, because the ruler of this 
world has been judged. 
...................................
12 “I still have many things to tell you, but you can’t bear them 
now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 
the truth. For he will not speak on his own, but he will speak 
whatever he hears. He will also declare to you what is to come. 
14 He will glorify me, because he will take from what is mine and 
declare it to you. 15 Everything the Father has is mine. This is 
why I told you that he takes from what is mine and will declare it 
to you.  

THE WORK 
OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT 
Leader pages on pp. 124-127
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HOW DOES THE SPIRIT MAGNIFY 
JESUS IN THIS WORLD?

New Orleans is known as a city of never-
ending parties, but it also a city of parades. 
Getting married? Have a parade. Celebrating a 
birthday? Have a parade. Celebrating because 
it’s a Thursday? Have a parade. 

Everyone sees the parade and hears it (and 
often are inconvenienced by it). Parades aren’t 
meant to be subtle and quiet. The people in the 
parade do what they can to draw attention to 
something they consider worth celebrating.

The Holy Spirit’s role is a lot like that parade 
but for a greater reason. He works tirelessly 
to magnify the work of Jesus. He works in and 
through our lives to draw attention to Someone 
worth celebrating. He empowers us to do the 
work of ministry, equips us to make a difference 
in the world for God’s glory, teaches us to 
understand God’s Word, and so much more. 
Since the role of the Holy Spirit is so important, 
why do we spend so little time talking about 
Him? As He prepared to die on the cross, Jesus 
gave His disciples and us great insight into this 
too-little-discussed Person of the Trinity.

The Holy Spirit Empowers Us // 

John 15:26-27

Leaving is hard, and it wasn’t easy for Jesus’ 
disciples to know He was leaving. During His 
last night with the disciples before His arrest, 
Jesus explained why it was a good thing that He 
was going away. He explained it in terms of a 
gift. The gift was the Holy Spirit! 

WHAT DO WE LEARN ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT 

FROM THIS PASSAGE? 

God’s Spirit would do two things for them. 
First, the Holy Spirit would testify about Jesus. 
In addition, the Holy Spirit would empower the 
disciples to testify about Jesus. Just before 
He ascended into Heaven, Jesus said, “You 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come on you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 

In the Great Commission (Matt. 28:18-20), 
Jesus called His disciples—and us—to disciple 
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T H E  P O I N T :  The holy spiriT magnifies The work of jesus.

others, but He never expected us to do that on our own. We 
are to rely on His Holy Spirit. We are never alone. We are 
never forgotten or left fending for ourselves. Jesus gave us a 
commission, and then He gave us the power to carry it out. 
How the Holy Spirit works though us can vary, but it is always 
for the purpose of pointing to and testifying about Jesus. 

WHEN HAVE YOU EXPERIENCED THE HOLY SPIRIT 

HELPING YOU TO BE A WITNESS FOR JESUS? 

The Holy Spirit Convicts of Sin // John 16:7-11

One of those embarrassing moments in life is when you have 
food stuck in your teeth—and you don’t know it. Later, when 
you discover the stray piece of food, you wonder, Why didn’t 
someone tell me? 

We often are blind to our own shortcomings. We can be just 
as blind to sin in our lives. However, we don’t need to be left 
wondering, Why didn’t someone tell me? One role of the Holy 
Spirit is to make us aware of our sin, and He works through 
us to make others aware of the truth of the gospel. Note that 
Jesus said, “I will send him to you” and “when he comes.” 
(vv. 7-8). We can infer that when He (the Holy Spirit) uses 
us to share the gospel and witness for Christ, He will do His 
convicting work through us. 

WHAT ARE SOME WAYS THE HOLY SPIRIT 

HELPS US RECOGNIZE OUR SINS?

The Spirit will use our witness to convict unbelievers in three 
areas:

• Sin. The Holy Spirit convicts us of all sins, but the sin 
Jesus was referring to here is the sin of unbelief. He 
clarified this in verse 9: “About sin, because they do not 
believe in me.”

• Righteousness. Even unbelievers can have a notion of 
what righteousness is, but the Holy Spirit convicts them 
about the righteousness of Christ. He leads them to see 
the truth of who Jesus is: the righteous, holy Son of God. 
Jesus clarified this in verse 10: “About righteousness, 
because I am going to the Father and you will no longer 
see me.”

DIGGING DEEPER
THE SPIRIT’S POWER

The disciples might not have fully 
understood the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit as Jesus 
taught them, but they would soon 
find out more. Acts 2 records 
the first time they saw the power 
of the Holy Spirit in their own 
lives. In Jerusalem, the Festival 
of Pentecost was in full swing, 
and Jews from all over the world 
came to celebrate. On the day of 
Pentecost, the celebration turned 
to amazement. Without warning, 
the Holy Spirit came in a rush and 
the disciples were never the same. 
Just as Jesus had said in John 15, 
the Holy Spirit empowered the 
disciples to preach about Him in 
a way that those who didn’t know 
Him could understand. In the Book 
of Acts, we see people doing 
amazing things through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Every time, 
the purpose was to proclaim the 
gospel of Jesus.

In what ways has the Holy 
Spirit empowered your life 
and ministry?
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• Judgment. The work of Satan and our sin 
was judged on the cross of Christ. Jesus 
judged and dealt with sin, and salvation is 
complete. Praise be to God that “the ruler 
of this world has been judged”! (v. 11).

As we share the truth of the gospel, the Spirit 
convicts the unbeliever of the reality of his or 
her sin, the truth of who Jesus is, and how Jesus 
dealt with sin and judgment on the cross. Once 
people receive Christ, the Holy Spirit indwells 
them and continues to convict them of sin.

WHY IS IT A POSITIVE THING TO BE 

CONVICTED OF YOUR SIN?

When Jesus was walking with His disciples, 
they had the handiest field guide: all they had 
to do was ask Jesus when questions or issues 
arose! They could look at Him and follow in 
His footsteps. They could wake Him up in the 
middle of the night with their questions. But 
Jesus was just one man, and He could only be 
in one place at one time. The Holy Spirit dwells 
in all believers, and He does everything for 
us that Jesus did for His disciples. Followers 
of Christ have the exact same Spirit Jesus 
promised His disciples, and He dwells within 
us to empower and guide us in the ways that 
please the Lord. 

The Holy Spirit Glorifies Jesus 
// John 16:12-15

Many magicians employ an assistant to help 
with ensuring the show runs smoothly. Many 
of the tricks are entirely dependent on the 
assistant, but it’s all part of the act of making 
the magician look like a magician!

It would be ludicrous to compare the Holy Spirit 
to a magician’s assistant, but thinking about that 
role may help us understand a little bit better 
how the Spirit works. Just as the assistant 
doesn’t draw attention to himself but works to 
keep the focus on the magician, the Holy Spirit 
seeks to glorify Christ. The Holy Spirit does not 
call attention to Himself; rather He casts every 
eye on the resurrected King. 

WHY IS THE HOLY SPIRIT ESSENTIAL 

TO OUR CHRISTIAN WALK?

In verses 12-15, Jesus identified actions of the 
Spirit. He guides us into all truth; He speaks 
Jesus’ words to us; and He glorifies the Son. 
These tasks are not separate from one another. 
In other words, by guiding us into all truth, the 
Holy Spirit is also glorifying Jesus. Bringing 
glory and honor to Jesus is a part of everything 
the Spirit does. We can see that in the ways the 
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•  Confess. The Holy Spirit comes alongside us to convict us of sin. If He is convicting you of an uncon-
fessed sin, take a few minutes on your knees to repent of that sin. 

• Submit. Allow the Holy Spirit to fill you and have control of your life. Lean on Him to guide your steps.

•  Share. Allow the Holy Spirit to use you to talk about Jesus with another person. Trust Him to guide 
the conversation and give you the words that bring honor to Christ.

LIVE IT
What is my responsibility because of the Holy Spirit’s work?
The Holy Spirit comes into our lives to help us magnify the work of Jesus. He empowers us and guides us 
so that we can fulfill the work to which we have been called. The more time we spend listening to Him and 
getting to know Him, the easier obeying His direction will become. As you learn to listen to the Holy Spirit, 
take a few minutes to respond.

Holy Spirit works. For example, the work of the 
Holy Spirit is a key theme in Romans 8. 

• The Holy Spirit testifies that we belong to 
Christ (v.9).

• The Holy Spirit helps us put the deeds of 
the flesh to death (v.13).

• The Holy Spirit leads us and directs our 
steps (v. 14).

How the Spirit does these things directly 
impacts how we glorify our Savior. As the Holy 
Spirit helps us put to death the deeds of the 
flesh, we will not walk as children of darkness. 
Instead, we will live as children of the Light who 
bring glory to Jesus, the One who is the Light. 
The Holy Spirit directs our steps toward those 
actions and activities that honor Christ. The 
Holy Spirit’s affirmation that we belong to Christ 
gives us strength and confidence to tell others 
about our relationship with Christ. Through it all, 
we are pointing to Christ.

SINCE THE SPIRIT GUIDES BELIEVERS 

INTO ALL TRUTH, WHY ARE MANY 

BELIEVERS CONFUSED AND DOUBTING?

DID YOU KNOW?

There is very little history about one of the 
most popular spirituals that speaks of the 
work of the Holy Spirit. “Every Time I Feel 
the Spirit,” whose slave author is unknown,  
is believed to have been written well before 
the American Civil War. The slaves might 
not have fully understood the doctrine of 
the Holy Spirit, but the song acknowledges 
they viewed the Holy Spirit as a leader, and 
they had a desire to follow Him. Legend has 
it that this spiritual was sung for President 
Abraham Lincoln during the war. A group 
led by Aunt Mary Dines, a woman who 
escaped slavery to live in the contraband 
camps on the outskirts of Washington D.C. 
She became a community leader, and she 
met President Lincoln when he spent time 
at the Cottage. [The Cottage is where 
Lincoln lived and worked. This was where 
he wrote the Emancipation Proclamation.] 
According to the story, Lincoln was so 
moved by the song that he began to weep; 
he even joined the group in singing.13 

How do you think the slaves recognized 
the working of the Spirit in their lives?
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1. A WONDERFUL CHANGE // 
ROMANS 12:1-2

We all love when characters like Black Panther and 
Wonder Woman transform from regular people into 
superheroes. It happens so quickly and effortlessly. 
Wouldn’t it be nice if we could be transformed 
into the super Christians God desires for us to 
be? Unfortunately, Christlikeness doesn’t happen 
as instantly as change happens in the movies. It 
happens day-by-day as the Holy Spirit renews our 
minds. We experience transformation as we study 
and obey God’s Word, allowing the Holy Spirit to 
use the Scriptures to shift our thoughts and actions. 
After you ponder Romans 12:1-2, ask the 
Holy Spirit to speak to you. Then obey what 
He says. 

2. JOG MY MEMORY //  
JOHN 14:25-26

The older I get, the more I enjoy hearing and telling 
family stories. That’s because memories matter, 
and we don’t like forgetting. Jesus’ disciples had 
spent so much time learning from and ministering 
with Him. As He prepared the disciples for His 
departure, He comforted them by saying, “The 
Counselor, the Holy Spirit … will teach you all things 
and remind you of everything I have told you” (v. 26). 
The same is true for Christians today. The Holy Spirit 
reminds us of Scriptures we have studied, sermons 
and illustrations we have heard, song lyrics that 
minister to us, and so forth. 
When the Holy Spirit reminds you of 
something today, listen and respond. 

3. HOLY BOLDNESS //  
ACTS 4:1-12

On the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
empowered the disciples to do amazing things for 
the glory of God. Here, Peter was on trial because 
the religious leaders were “annoyed that they were 
teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus 
the resurrection from the dead” (v. 2). The minor 
problem was their powerful preaching; the major 
problem was the number of people turning to faith 

in Christ for salvation—more than 5,000 according 
to verse 4. Peter did not deny Jesus as he had done 
before (Matt. 26:69-74). This time he rose up, “filled 
with the Holy Spirit,” (v. 8) and declared, “there is no 
other name under heaven given to people by which 
we must be saved.” (v. 12). The Holy Spirit does the 
same for us. 
Holy Spirit, empower me with confidence and 
boldness to share the gospel

4. HE’S COMING BACK // 
HEBREWS 9:28

We like happy endings where the main character 
comes out on top. For the follower of Christ, such 
an ending will occur when Jesus returns. Hebrews 
9:28 assures us, “Christ, having been offered once 
to bear the sins of many, will appear a second 
time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those 
who are waiting for him.” Christians may debate 
specific details of Christ’s return, but the Bible is 
clear on this: Jesus will return one day to judge 
the wicked, reward His followers, and set up His 
eternal kingdom. 
Receive the promise of Jesus’ return and let 
it give your hope, encouraging you to remain 
faithful to God in this life.

5. WORSE BEFORE BETTER // 
MATTHEW 4:4-24

A healed and delivered drug addict offered 
this testimony: “After a car accident, the doctor 
prescribed four opioids to cope with the pain. 
I thought, this is the worst it can get. I soon 
discovered street drugs. I thought, this is the worst 
it can get. I began stealing from my family. When 
I’d had enough, I thought, this is the worst it can 
get. I was wrong. I still had to deal with painful 
withdrawal.” The life cycle of a drug addict can be 
summed up like this: It’s going to get worse before 
it gets better. This is true of so many things in life. 
It was also something that Jesus told His disciples 
when He spoke of His return. But there is hope. 
Jesus told them, “The one who endures to the 
end will be saved.” (v. 13). 

DAILY READINGS
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