
The key of David (v. 7) — 
Speaks of Christ’s authority in the 
household of God.

Synagogue of Satan (v. 9) — 

Like the Jewish faction that 
harassed the believers in Smyrna 
(Rev. 2:9), these Jews rejected 
Jesus and persecuted 

His followers in Philadelphia. 

The new Jerusalem (v. 12) — 
This temple in God’s eternal city 
is actually the Lord Himself and 
the Lamb. (21:2,22).

S E S S I O N  6

THE POINT:
FAITHFULLY TRUST 
GOD A S YOU MINISTER 
TO OTHERS.

R E V E L AT I O N  3 : 7 -13

7 “Write to the angel of the church in Philadelphia: Thus says the 
Holy One, the true one, the one who has the key of David, who 
opens and no one will close, and who closes and no one opens: 
8 I know your works. Look, I have placed before you an open door 
that no one can close because you have but little power; yet you 
have kept my word and have not denied my name. 
...................................
9 Note this: I will make those from the synagogue of Satan, who 
claim to be Jews and are not, but are lying—I will make them 
come and bow down at your feet, and they will know that I have 
loved you. 10 Because you have kept my command to endure, 
I will also keep you from the hour of testing that is going to 
come on the whole world to test those who live on the earth. 
...................................
11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one 
takes your crown. 12 The one who conquers I will make a pillar in 
the temple of my God, and he will never go out again. I will write 
on him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God—
the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from my 
God—and my new name. 13 Let anyone who has ears to hear 
listen to what the Spirit says to the churches.” 
 

FAITHFUL IN 
ALL THINGS
Leader pages on pp. 124-127

M E M O R Y  V E R S E

K E Y W O R D S
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HOW CAN WE STRENGTHEN OUR 
FAITHFULNESS AS WE MINISTER?

My oldest daughter died of heart disease 
twenty years ago. While she was in the 
Intensive Care Unit, another young girl was 
admitted. This young girl had been playing 
chicken with a friend, attempting to cross the 
street before traffic approached. The friend 
made it to the curb, but she didn’t.

My family and I were standing outside the ICU 
doors when her mother came out with a dazed 
look in her eyes and a face wet with tears. I was 
compelled to comfort this mother, despite my 
own distress. We formed a circle around her 
and prayed. We were both strengthened. I had 
no knowledge of my call to minister to hurting 
women back then. But it emerged at the right 
place and the right time.

That moment of ministry exemplified the church 
at Philadelphia. I had little strength but kept the 
Word of God and did not deny His name during 
that situation. Because of their faithfulness, the 
church at Philadelphia received encouragement 
from Jesus. It is a word that can encourage all 
of us in our walk with Him.

Secure Your Entrance to the 
Kingdom // Revelation 3:7-8

Jesus’ sixth message was to the church in 
Philadelphia, a name that means “brotherly 
love.” It was the “youngest” of the seven cities 
in Revelation 2–3, but it was a place of rich soil 
and vineyards (which might explain why they 
worshiped Dionysus, the Greek god of wine). 

To this church, Jesus identified Himself by 
several titles; “the Holy One, the true one, 
the one who has the key of David, who opens 
[doors] and no one will close, and who closes 
and no one opens.” His reference to the key of 
David hearkens back to Isaiah’s prophecy about 
Eliakim in Isaiah 22:22 (see Digging Deeper).

This door was open before the believers in 
Philadelphia, and no one could close it! The 
door of salvation—the door that gained them 
entrance into eternity and the presence of 
God—was wide open. It was not open to the 
church because of any great ability or strength 
they had; in fact, Jesus noted the church had 
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T H E  P O I N T :  FaithFully trust god as you minister to others.

little power. Power was not the issue; faith and trust were—and 
that’s what the church in Philadelphia had. Their faith was 
evident in two ways:

• They kept His word. They remained true to what they 
had learned and received. They had not allowed any 
distractions or the sinful culture around them to take them 
off course from their trust and obedience.

• They did not deny the name of Jesus. No matter what 
trials or persecution they faced, the believers refused to 
dishonor or deny the name of the One who saved them.

This is such an important message for us today as well. When 
we trust His Word to us and place our unwavering faith in the 
name of Jesus, the door of His salvation is open to us. Any 
power we may try to muster is insufficient and unnecessary; 
we need only trust Christ.

WHAT ARE SOME OBSTACLES THAT MAY 

HINDER US FROM TRUSTING GOD?

Trust God’s Protection // Revelation 3:9-10

Back when I attended Ground School to become a flight 
attendant (yes it is really called Ground School), Gloria, one of 
my instructors, would always tap on the lectern whenever we 
needed to note what she was saying. It was hilarious watching 
all of us scramble for pens when we heard the knock, 
especially when we weren’t paying attention. If Gloria’s knock 
sent our class scrambling, even more so, we should scramble 
to take note when Jesus tells us to “note this.”

Jesus wanted the church in Philadelphia to take note of what 
would happen to the Jews. He spoke of those who opposed 
the church’s witness as “the synagogue of Satan.” They 
claimed to be Jews but were just living a lie. During His earthly 
ministry, Jesus told a group of Jews that if they were Abraham’s 
offspring, they would do what Abraham did (John 8:39). The 
apostle Paul also wrote, “And if you belong to Christ, then 
you are Abraham’s seed, heirs according to the promise” 
(Gal. 3:29). The Jews in Philadelphia rejected the truth of 
Christ and, therefore, were not true Jews. Because they had 
rejected Christ and His followers, they would one day bow 

DIGGING DEEPER
CHRIST: THE KEY 
HOLDER

Revelation 3:7 is a nod to Isaiah 
22:22. Eliakim had been put into 
place as the palace secretary, and 
the “key” referred to the fact that 
Eliakim could literally open or close 
any door he wanted because of 
his high position in the court of 
David. When we read this in light 
of Christ, we know that Jesus, who 
is the root and offspring of David, 
has absolute authority. He alone 
has the authority to let people into 
the heavenly city and before His 
throne. Not only does Christ have 
the authority to open the door, He 
is the door. The salvation He made 
possible is the only way into the 
presence of God.  Jesus is the 
door, the key holder, and the power 
behind the door, all rolled into one.

How does knowing Christ 
is the key holder provide 
assurance? In what ways do 
you still wrestle with whether 
you can trust Jesus? 
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before Him and acknowledge the truth of who 
Christ is and His love for the church. 

Whatever oppositions these false Jews threw 
at them, the believers prevailed. They endured. 
No matter how hard it had been, no matter what 
obstacles were thrown in front of them, they had 
remained strong in their relationship with Christ. 

As a result of their faithfulness, Jesus promised 
them the protection only He could bring. “I will 
also keep you from the hour of testing that is 
going to come on the whole world to test those 
who live on the earth.” While many scholars see 
this as a reference to a time of great tribulation, 
they debate over the meaning of “keep you 
from.” Many believe this means Christ will 
remove His followers from the time of tribulation, 
and others believe this means God will protect 
His children from experiencing the wrath that 
comes during the time of tribulation. The main 
thing is that Christ promises protection for 
those who endure. 

WHAT HELPS YOU TRUST IN GOD’S 

PROTECTION? 

A “trust fall” is an exercise in which a 
blindfolded person leans backward in freefall, 
falling into trustworthy arms. Certainly the 

decision to trust that those unseen arms will 
be there might be a struggle. With Christ, we 
can trust Him completely. If we are followers of 
Christ who remain true to His Word, we have no 
need to worry about the future. God will always 
“catch” us. Just as He promised the believers in 
Philadelphia, we also can trust His protection. 
He will see us through to the end.

Hold On to the Truth //  

Revelation 3:11-13

Difficulties and tribulations may come, but Jesus 
promised, “I am coming soon.” From our twenty-
first century perspective, one might be tempted 
to think Jesus did not keep His promise, but 
that’s not the case. From the perspective of 
eternity, Christ’s return is soon!

As it was meant to be a comfort to the 
Philadelphian believers, that promise should 
comfort us too. For that reason, Jesus calls all 
believers to “hold on to what you have” because 
the challenges we face in the Christian life will 
soon be over. We should be living with the 
expectancy that He could return at any time. No 
matter what we face, no matter how uncertain 
the days are ahead for us, we can rest assured 
that Christ is coming again. When He comes, 
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T H E  P O I N T :  FaithFully trust god as you minister to others.

•  Stay the course. Identify times or areas of your life when enduring in your faith have been hardest. 
Pray for Christ’s power to stand strong. Look at His coming as relief from every pain and difficulty. 

•  Encourage each other. As you see others standing and enduring in their faith, commend them for 
their faithfulness. Encourage them to continue being a faithful witness.

•  Extend an invitation. Invite others to walk through “the open door” of salvation and enter into 
eternity with Christ. Be faithful in your witness of Christ’s salvation.

LIVE IT
How can you live out your faithful trust in God as you minister to others? 
When we trust God’s Word and place our unwavering faith in the name of Jesus, the door of His salvation 
is open. Any power we may try to muster on our own is insufficient and unnecessary. God has called us 
to minister to His people. He would not identify with His character if He were to drop us in the middle of 
the ocean in a boat without a paddle. We need only trust Christ. 

we, His people, will be ultimately delivered from 
any and all trials, persecutions, and difficulties.

WHAT HOPES, FEARS, OR CONFUSION DO 

YOU HAVE ABOUT CHRIST’S RETURN?

To the one who finishes the race, Christ 
will make the victor “a pillar in the temple of 
my God.” Here was a promise of security 
in the presence of God, and it might have 
been especially meaningful to this church. 
Philadelphia had experienced a devastating 
earthquake in 17 A.D., and the inhabitants 
continued to feel tremors for years.10 Even today, 
the only thing that remains from some of the 
ancient temples are the massive pillars, but here 
is a promise that, in Christ, we are secure and 
unmovable in God’s eternal presence.

No matter what we face in life, as a child of God 
who belongs to Him, Christ assures us we have 
been given a new name and citizenship in His 
kingdom. We too must continue to hold on to 
the truth. We are living in uncertain times, but 
the promises of God and the provisions from 
God are just as real today as they were for the 
church in Philadelphia.  

DID YOU KNOW?

Many pillars in the ancient temples had 
names inscribed on them of special people 
who were prominent either in the temple 
or in the city. We do something similar 
today when we affix people’s names on 
buildings. Yet Christ “will write on him the 
name of my God and the name of the city 
of my God” (Rev. 3:12). Christ will mark 
those who belong to Him, identifying who 
they are and that they are His. This was 
extremely significant to those in the church 
at Philadelphia. They had been outcasts in 
the city, but Christ promised they would be 
recognized as worthy in His kingdom. This 
is amazing news for every people group 
that believes God created mankind in His 
image. Once we all get to heaven, God 
will identify His children not by skin color, 
socio-economic status, or ingenuity, but 
by faithfulness! 

What can you do now as a follower of 
Christ to ensure that Jesus writes the 
name of God on you?
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1. DIVINE CONCIERGE 
REVELATION 3:7-8

Imagine this: you are standing before Jesus, the 
Christ, and both of you are robed in white. Suddenly, 
a bright glimmer and an echoing jingle capture 
your attention. It’s a key! Then a door seems to 
appear. If it was already there, you didn’t initially 
see it. Jesus steps forward to unlock the door, 
and He quickly maneuvers behind you before you 
have a chance to turn around. You hear the sound 
of another door closing, and the sound of it being 
locked reverberates in your ear. Jesus, your divine 
Concierge, has closed the door on your pain and 
trouble forever and has opened the door to eternity 
in His presence. No one has the authority to open or 
close these doors, except Christ.
Confidently rest in the knowledge that Christ 
has the key to the door of your eternal home.

2. HE LOVES ME // 
REVELATION 3: 9

One of the most encouraging truths for believers is 
that Jesus loves us. It becomes a double blessing 
when others see and want to be loved by Christ as 
well. Jesus is the beloved Son of God, but while 
He was on earth few believed it, especially the 
religious law-keeping Jews. Some people today still 
question the authenticity of His deity. But that will 
change. Upon Jesus’ second coming every knee 
will bow and every tongue will confess His identity 
and power (Phil. 2:10-11). At that time, those who 
disregarded the love of Christ as nothing will have to 
acknowledge Jesus’ love for the entire world.
When others deny the love of Christ, we 
should pray for their salvation so they can 
experience Jesus’ powerful love in their lives.

3. THE END //  
MATTHEW 24:13

This earthly life will one day come to an end. What 
happens at the end of our journey will not be 
decided on judgement day. But how we live our 
lives now will determine what happens to us in 

eternity. It’s all in God’s Word; therefore, we must 
trust that His Word is true! It really does matter 
how you live. It really does matter that you believe 
in God’s authoritative power beyond this life. In the 
end, your faithful, enduring trust will be rewarded. 
Be aware that Satan is working hard to paint a 
different picture, but no worries! He was defeated 
when Christ was resurrected from the dead, and He 
knows it.
Your job in all of this is to endure to the end 
with hope and trust in God without wavering.

4. PICK A SIDE ALREADY //  
1 KINGS 18:21

Uncertainty abounds these days. Most people 
remain in the middle of various opinions, but God 
demands that we choose a side ... permanently!
In today’s verse, Elijah spoke to a wishy-washy 
people. A modern-day summary might be, “You have 
seen God work. You have seen or not seen your 
small god (Baal) work. Decide already! Who are 
you going to serve?” Jesus felt that way about the 
Laodiceans (Rev. 3:15), but He said, “I wish that 
you were cold or hot.” Is Jesus wishing the same for 
many of us? My side is chosen. What about yours?
Be clear on the side for which you are 
standing. Friendship with the world is hostility 
toward God (Jas. 4:4).

5. LOVE DISCIPLINE // 
HEBREWS 12:5-9

“This is going to hurt me more than it is going to hurt 
you,” says the parent poised to discipline his child. 
Understandably, this begs a question. Does Jesus 
feel the same way when disciplining believers? This 
passage admonishes children of God to accept and 
relish discipline. Could that mean that Jesus relishes 
it too? Not in a lording of authority kind of way, but in 
the way that discipline’s ultimate goal is to reconcile 
wayward children to their Father. Could it be that not 
disciplining a wayward soul hurts Him more?
Believers should love the discipline of their 
heavenly Father and receive it gratefully.

DAILY READINGS
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